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To stay informed on upcoming Government Affairs events, 
please regularly check our website at 
www.greaterakronchamber.org.

Summit County P-16 Council Awarded KnowledgeWorks 
Foundation Grant

The Greater Akron Chamber recently helped secure a 
$20,000 KnowledgeWorks Foundation grant for the Summit 
County P-16 Council.  Only five Ohio regions were awarded 
the grant. The P-16 Planning Committee, which includes 
Chamber leaders, has been working for five months on 
identifying partners and issues for further study by the Council.

The purpose of the KnowledgeWorks initiative is to look 
at gaps in the education pathway for Ohio students from pre-
school through post-secondary education.  Inconsistency and 
gaps between levels of education have made it difficult for 
some students to move through the local educational system 
successfully.  Obstacles can include: a wide gap between the 
curricula taught in elementary school and middle school; 
inconsistent academic expectations between middle school and 
high school; and high school classes that do not properly 
prepare students for college level courses.

The Summit County P-16 Council initiative brings 
together community, education, and business leaders to identify 
problems in the local educational pipeline and develop potential 
solutions.  The mission is to decrease the number of students 
that become snagged within the system and that are not 
provided with the skills needed to succeed farther along the 
educational pathway.

The P-16 Council will promote best practices as well as 
public policy that encourages greater success of Summit 
County students.  The educational pipeline that the P-16 
Council helps implement will become an education model for 
Ohio and the rest of the nation.

The Greater Akron Chamber believes that education is 
important for the vitality of the community.  Academic 
achievement will foster economic advancement and social 
improvement for the entire region. 

The Summit County P-16 Council is made up of the 
following community leaders:

Superintendents: Dr. Elizabeth Lolli, Barberton City 
Schools; Dr. Sylvester Small, Akron Public Schools; Dr. Gary 
Zoldesy, Coventry Local Schools, and Pat Corbett, Summit 
County Educational Service Center.

Higher Education: Dr. Luis Proenza, President, The 
University of Akron.

Community Organization Leaders: Robert Briggs, 
Executive Director, GAR Foundation; Dr. Judythe Hummel, 
Executive Director, Summit Education Initiative; and Robert 
Kulinski, Executive Director, United Way of Summit County.

Business Leaders: William Considine, Chair, Akron 
Tomorrow, and Daniel Colantone, President and CEO, Greater 
Akron Chamber.

Preschool/Early Childhood Leaders:  Malcolm Costa, 
Executive Director, Akron-Summit Community Action; and  
Dr. Susan Long, Co-Chair, This City Reads!

Civic Leaders: Mayor Donald Plusquellic and County 
Executive James McCarthy.

Chamber Day in Columbus and Ohio 
Legislative Reception

On April 25, 2006, the Greater 
Akron Chamber, in collaboration with 
Senator Kimberly Zurz, hosted a 
Chamber Day in Columbus and Ohio 
Legislative Reception.  During the day, 
Chamber members met with 
representatives of key departments in 
the State of Ohio and state elected officials.  The speakers 
included: Speaker Jon Husted, Ohio House of Representatives; 
President Bill Harris, Ohio Senate; Dr. Norm Chagnon, Staff 
Director for the Third Frontier Commission from the Ohio 
Department of Development, who spoke on the new RFPs; Tim 
Keen, Director of the Office of Budget and Management, who 
spoke on the TEL Amendment; and Rick Anthony, Deputy Tax 

Commissioner, and Sarah Hedman, Legal Counsel, who 
provided an update on the Commercial Activity Tax.  Senator 
Zurz joined the Chamber members for lunch.  In the evening, 
the Greater Akron Chamber hosted an Ohio Legislative 
Reception in the Crypt of the State House.  Senator Kevin 
Coughlin also took Chamber members on a tour of the Senate 
Floor.

The Greater Akron Chamber thanks Senator Kimberly 
Zurz for her assistance on the event and thanks Senator 
Coughlin for hosting the tour.  We appreciate their ongoing 
leadership and dedication to the region.  The Chamber also 
thanks our sponsors:  Akron Children’s Hospital, AT&T Inc., 
InfoCision Management Corporation, and Oriana House Inc.

The Voice for Business
Adult Education Leaders: David Jennings, Executive 

Director, Akron-Summit County Public Library; and Mary Jane 
Stanchina, Executive Director, Six District Educational 
Compact.

Along with Summit County P-16 Council, the Councils in 
Ashtabula County, Clark County, Greater Cincinnati, and 
Highland County also received KnowledgeWorks Foundation 
grants.  KnowledgeWorks Foundation is Ohio’s largest public 
education philanthropy and is dedicated to improving 
educational opportunities within the State of Ohio.

Discount Prescription Drugs
Help with the rising cost of prescription drugs is now 

available to everyone who lives and works in Summit County. 
The ExecutiveMED discount prescription drug card is being 
made available through a cooperative effort between the 
County of Summit Executive, James B. McCarthy, and 
Caremark.  The card is free of charge; there is no registration, 
age, or income requirement.  You can use one card over and 
over again for the prescription needs of your entire family. 
ExecutiveMED prescription discount card provides savings on 
all prescription medications.  This card is designed to help 
people who have no prescription drug insurance coverage or 
have the need for certain medications that are not covered by 
their current insurance provider.  For card distribution sites, 
visit the County of Summit’s web site at co.summit.oh.us or 
call (888) 456-3932 (EXEC) for more information.

November 2006 Major Party Candidates
Based on the May 2006 Unofficial Primary Election Results  

Judicial Candidates will be listed in the upcoming 
September/October Directions Newsletter 
* Incumbent (D) Democrat (R) Republican 

Several leads were generated from the collaborative 
efforts of the Ohio economic development partners.  “It 
is very encouraging to see that there is indeed a 
considerable amount of activity within the industry,” 
added Rebadow of the Chamber. “It was evident that 
Ohio is clearly poised to take advantage of these 
investment opportunities.  We look forward to continuing 
to build upon this momentum as we begin to follow up 
on these inquiries with our partners.”

Northeast Ohio Partners at New York Trade Show
The Greater Akron Chamber, Team NEO, and the 

Greater Cleveland Partnership exhibited at the Medical 
Design & Manufacturers (MDM) trade show in New 
York City.  The event featured over 900 exhibitors and 
550 area manufacturers.  Gerald Meyer, Senior Director, 
Business Development at the Greater Cleveland 
Partnership and the event chairperson, said, “Team NEO 
attended the MDM show because medical device 
manufacturing is a growth market in which Northeast 
Ohio has several notable companies, such as Norman 
Noble, Astro Instrumentation.”

Continued from front page.

L to R:  President of the Ohio Senate, Bill Harris, and 
Charles Conner, President of Alcon Tools.

Continued on page 2.
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Northeast Ohio Gets Showcased

Morning Buzz’s Topic Draws Crowd
Have you ever wondered what successful companies 

are doing to attract and retain employees?  In May, the 
Greater Akron Chamber, as part of The Morning Buzz 
series, presented a panel discussion on best work 
practices. Over 150 people were in attendance to hear 
Jeff Perry, Quicken Loans Cleveland Internet Home 
Lending Center; Regina Sacha, FedEx Custom Critical; 
and Silvia Hauber, Infocision Management Corporation, 
discuss what their companies are doing to attract and 
retain employees.  Jim Coats of Brockman, Coats, 
Gedelian & Co. served as moderator. The Morning Buzz 
is a regional economic development breakfast that plugs 
you into hot topics on regional issues and provides 
networking opportunities with top decision makers.  Join 
us for the next Morning Buzz on Wednesday, August 9, 
2006, to hear a presentation on Freakonomic 
Development and the challenges behind cultivating 
unusual business relationships.  Speakers are Dr. J. Keith 
Grime, Vice President, Corporate Research and 
Development, Procter & Gamble Company, and Chris 
Riker, Director of Digital Services, Nottingham-Spirk.  
Michael E. Hicks, Senior Vice President & CFO, 
OMNOVA Solutions, will be the program moderator.

Ohio Governor U.S. Senate
Ted Strickland (D) Sherrod Brown (D)
J. Kenneth Blackwell (R) *Mike DeWine (R)

Attorney General U.S. House of 
Marc Dann (D) Representatives
Betty Montgomery (R) District 13

Betty Sutton (D)
Auditor of State Craig Foltin (R)
Barbara Sykes (D)
Mary Taylor (R) U.S. House of 

Representatives
Secretary of State District 14
Jennifer L. Brunner (D) Lewis R. Katz (D)
Greg Hartmann (R) *Steven LaTourette (R)

Treasurer of State
Richard Cordray (D)
Sandra O’Brien (R)

L to R:  Silvia Hauber, Jim Coats, and Regina Sacha at The 
Morning Buzz in May.

August 9, 2006 - Freakonomic Development
December 5, 2006 - Middle Market Forum

Schedule for 2006

The

Buzz




