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FirstMerit Sponsors Seiberling Art Exhibit at Stan Hywet Hall 
 
 

Akron, Ohio (April 25, 2008) - FirstMerit is honored to be the corporate sponsor of A 

Period of Perspective: The Art of Gertrude Penfield Seiberling, a special exhibit of 25 

paintings at Stan Hywet Hall. Gertrude Penfield Seiberling was the wife of F.A. 

Seiberling, founder of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. She was a prolific painter 

in the 1930’s and 40’s.  

 

The exhibit opened on April 15 and runs through October 31, 2008 at Stan Hywet Hall in 

Akron, which was the Seiberlings’ home from the early to mid 1900’s. The paintings on 

display range from landscape settings from Stan Hywet’s grounds and Gertrude’s travels, 

to urban Akron street scenes from the Great Depression era. She studied art and painting 

during school as a young woman, and also studied under several Cleveland area artists 

and nationally known Emile Gruppe. 

 

According to Ken Dorsett, Executive V.P. of the Wealth Management Group at 

FirstMerit, “This is the first time that Gertrude’s work has ever been on exhibit, and 

we’re pleased that FirstMerit could help play a part in bringing her beautiful paintings to 

the public to enjoy. The Seiberling family played a big role in the Akron community, and 

this exhibit helps bring to light a little piece of our area’s history.” 

 

(more) 
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Prior to the April 15 opening of the exhibit, a special sneak preview reception was held 

for local business leaders and Seiberling family members. Former Congressman John 

Seiberling and his wife Betty were in attendance. “Everyone enjoyed the intimate setting 

of the exhibit and was very impressed by the collection of paintings on display” said 

Dorsett. 

 

The art exhibit is on display in the Music Room of the 65-room Manor House, and 

admission is included with the regular tours of the mansion. Stan Hywet Hall is open 

Tuesday-Sunday from 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and the grounds and gardens are open until 

6:00 p.m. As part of the exhibit, a giclée fine art print of Gertrude’s London Plane Tree 

Allée will be raffled off at the end of the exhibit’s run. Tickets are available at the Stan 

Hywet Museum Store. 

 

For more information about admission and tours, visit www.stanhywet.org or call 

330.836.5533, and for information about FirstMerit’s Wealth Management Group please 

contact your local FirstMerit branch.  

 

About FirstMerit 

FirstMerit Corporation is a diversified financial services company headquartered in 
Akron, Ohio, with assets of $10.5 billion as of March 31, 2008 and 159 banking offices 
and 175 ATMs in 25 Ohio and Western Pennsylvania counties.  FirstMerit provides a 
complete range of banking and other financial services to consumers and businesses 
through its core operations.  Principal wholly-owned subsidiaries include:  FirstMerit 
Bank, N.A., FirstMerit Mortgage Corporation, FirstMerit Title Agency, Ltd., and 
FirstMerit Community Development Corporation.   
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