
Senator Tom Sawyer (28th District)

Invites you to participate in the Senate Democratic Caucus Listening Tour

Friday, June 13, 2008

2 p.m.

Canal Place Cafeteria

520 S. Main St.

Akron, OH 44311

I invite you to join me in the third of seven Listening Tours for an open discussion about regional economic development. The Listening Tour is a statewide series of public forums that members of the Ohio Senate Democratic Caucus are hosting to unveil our legislative vision through a comprehensive Economic Security Agenda. 
For over 75 years, Akron was the powerhouse of the U.S. rubber industry, once employing 90,000 people as tire manufacturers. Today, the local tire industry only employs about 3,000. In our third installment of the Listening Tour series, we will focus on how partnerships with educational systems and the tire and rubber industry has led to the successful transition of  the Akron economy from a manufacturing hub to a national center for polymer research and development.  In our discussion, we will explore using the Akron experience as a model for how communities can adapt to economic change.

I am excited to host the following speakers on our panel:

· Eric Fingerhut, Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents 
· The Honorable Don Plusquellic, Mayor of Akron 
· Daniel Colantone, President and CEO, Greater Akron Chamber of Commerce 
· Dr. Frank Kelley, Former Dean of the College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering, University of Akron 
· Dr. George Newkome, Vice President of Research, University of Akron 
· Dr. Jim Blank, liquid crystal MRI technology expert, Kent State University, 

· Dr. Robert Gray, Vice President of Technology, Schneller LLC 
· Bill Crooks, Vice President, USWA Local 7; President, Tri-County Labor Council 
· Mike Lehere, President, Akron Global Business Accelerator 
Join us as we work together to stimulate regional economic development by linking state policies with university research and business trends. I look forward to seeing you at the Listening Tour!

Sincerely, 

Tom Sawyer
