wonderful. make new investments and create jobs. Companies may  suppliers by sponsoring a series of statewide
The hard work  apply for zero percent interest loans from now until conferences to educate existing and potential suppliers
that the December 31, 2006, and the zero percent rate will be of the many programs and services available through
chamber staff  applicable until the Fall of 2008. ODOD and other state agencies. The Supplier Support
performed to “By offering a zero percent interest rate, the State of conferences will provide a valuable opportunity for new
promote the Ohio is encouraging new investment and job growth in and existing automotive suppliers in Ohio to learn more
event our automotive industry,” said Johnson, who also serves about the various ways in which the State can help them
Over 80 people attended the Ohio Automotive  throughout as State development director. Johnson continued, grow and expand in Ohio.
Support Conference. Northeast “There are many exciting opportunities for growth within Continued on page 2
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CU g_& SwL:Z ? D = Akron conference was one of five held throughout the on their website at http://www.odod.state.oh.us. Investment Loan programs. All projects are subject to
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(D) Scott Kuehn, International Business Liaison, Office of  New State Financing Program Targeted at Ohio Automotive the approval of the Development Financing Advisory
S o Business Development, ODOD, stated, “The Suppliers Council and the State Controlling Board. Following the
O 4: collaboration Lieutenant Governor Bruce Johnson recently special promotion period, loans will be subject to
,Q o with the announced that Ohio automotive suppliers are eligible for  standard low interest rates for the remainder of the term.
E Greater Akron  zero percent financing on loans related to the location or In addition to this special financing opportunity,
= Z Chamber was  expansion of automotive manufacturing operations that ODOD is also working to assist Ohio’s automotive

2006
In April, the Greater Akron Chamber,

along with fifteen partner organizations,
In July, the Greater Akron Chamber

hosted an informational meeting for area
businesses with.Maharaj Jai Singh of

at the show from.area companies for most
of those years. Sam DeShazior, the City
of Akron’s new Deputy Planning Director
and former Senior Director of Business

and Greater Akron'has had representation
Development with the Greater Akron
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years after the end of World War Il in 1947,

including Governor Taft, met with a total of

worked at the 2006 Hannover Trade Fair,
362 companies! This year’s show

the largest industrial‘trade show in the

world. The Ohio.team:members,
L to R: Ricardo Pelaez, U.S. Export Assistance

Center; Maharaj Jai Singh, Rajasthan State
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featured nearly 5,000 exhibitors from 66
different nations.. . The fair began two
Chamber, commented, “Most of the
world’s companies are very concerned
about energy consumption and
innovations to conserve our natural
resources. This'year, Ohio focused on
Council for Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry; Madhu Singh; and
Richard Rebadow, Greater Akron Chamber.

2006 Hannover Trade Fair

India Meets Akron

Greater

The Voice for Business

Akron, OH 44308-1192

GreaterAkr Oon
Chamber

1 Cascade Plaza, 17th Floor

Save the Date!
100™ Anniversg ry

Please Route:

— March 22, 2007 -
Mark your calendars for the
Chamber’s Annual Meeting 100th

Anniversary Gala!
Sponsored By:
KeyBank

Is Your Company Celebrating Your 100" Anniversary?
We want to know about it! Contact Becky Guzy Woodford,
E-mail to guzy@greaterakronchamber.org.

Vice President of Marketing & Communications, at (330) 237-1227 or

region.

The Chamber’s 2007 Public Policy Agenda will be
available on our web site in November. The Chamber would
like to thank our sponsors: InfoCision Management
Corporation; AT&T Inc.; Akron Children's Hospital;
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine
InfoCision Management Corporation; Oriana House Inc.; and
Summa Health System.

2006 Local Elected Officials’ Recognition Luncheon Award
Honorees

The Greater Akron Chamber is pleased to announce the
2006 Local Elected Officials Recognition recipients:

Ohio State Senator Ron Amstutz from Medina County —
Nominated by Kent State University;

Mayor Karen Fritschel of Stow from Summit County —
Nominated by Albrecht Incorporated & Stow-Muonroe
Falls Chamber of Commerce;

Ohio State Senator Kimberly Zurz from Portage County
— Nominated by Northeastern Ohio Universities
College of Medicine and College of Pharmacy

Senator Amstutz’s career in public service spans 30 years
and includes serving as of Mayor of Orville from 1976-1980,
State Representative from 1980-2000, and State Senator from
2000 until 2006. Senator Amstutz diligently worked toward
restructuring Ohio’s electric power industry and assisted in
creating legislation that is being used as a model for other states
to bring competition to the electrical power industry. In
addition, as Chair of the Senate Ways and Means Committee,
Senator Amstrutz helped orchestrate the Ohio Tax Reform
Package of 2005 that revitalized the State’s economy.

Karen Fritschel served twelve years on the Stow City
Council before being elected mayor in 2004. Since taking
office, Mayor Fritschel has been a champion of economic
development. She orchestrated the establishment of the Joint
Economic Development Council to encourage collaboration
between key entities within the community, created the full-
time position of Economic Development Coordinator within the
City, and led the development of an Economic Development
Strategic Plan. Under Mayor Fritschel’s leadership, $101
million has been invested in residential, commercial, and
industrial development in the City of Stow.

Senator Kimberly Zurz has been an Ohio State Senator for
three years and is currently the Assistant Minority Leader as
well as the Ranking Minority Member on the Reference

higher education.

Please join us in recognizing the outstanding contributions
of State Senator Ron Amstutz, Mayor Karen Fritschel, and State
Senator Kimberly Zurz at the Local Elected Officials’
Recognition Luncheon. The event will be held on Friday,
November 10, 2006, at Fairlawn Country Club with registration
and networking beginning at 11:00 a.m. The luncheon will begin
at11:30 a.m. The cost is $22 for members and $35 for non-
members. For more information or to make reservations, please
call Ashley Stine, Coordinator, Advocacy, at (330) 237-1262 or
via e-mail at stine@greaterakronchamber.org.

Chamber Presents LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER

Greater Akron Chamber members can now easily contact
elected officials, find information about upcoming elections,
and stay informed on issues important to the advancement of
the Greater Akron Region. Please logon to:
http://bipac.net/page.asp?g=akron&content=ohio&parent=bipac.
Bipac is sponsored by State and Federal Communications.

Chamber Supports the Metro Parks and the Akron Public
Schools Levies

The Board of Directors of the Greater Akron Chamber
unanimously agreed to support the Metro Parks replacement
levy and the Akron Public Schools’ operating levy.

Metro Parks, Serving Summit County will appear before
voters on November 7, 2006, with an eight-year, 1.46 mill levy
that will cost the owner of a $100,000 home $3.73 per month.
The proposed levy, the park district’s first requested millage
increase in twelve years, includes a replacement of the .85-mill
levy passed in 2002, plus an increase of .61 mills.

The park district relies on the property tax to fund programs
like the popular Fall Hiking Spree, as well as maintenance,
operating costs, capital projects, and land acquisition. Metro
Parks does not receive tax money from other sources, such as
income and sales taxes.

Akron Public Schools (APS) continues its academic
progress and fiscal accountability. Unfortunately, incessant
budget cutbacks have gone from trimming down the district to
carving out extracurricular and academic programs necessary to
attract and keep students in school. APS has reached a crisis
point. Without new revenue, the only cost-saving option that
remains is the elimination of student programs that are above
and beyond the basics.

Continued on page 3

Attorney General
Marc Dann (D)
Betty Montgomery (R)

State Auditor
Barbara Sykes (D)
Mary Taylor (R)

Secretary of State
Jennifer L. Brunner (D)
John Eastman (1)

Greg Hartmann (R)
Timothy Kettler (1)

Treasurer of Sate
Richard Cordray (D)
Sandra O’Brien (R)

U.S. Senate

Sherrod Brown (D)
*Mike DeWine (R)
Richard Duncan (1)(W)

13" District Congressional
Representative
Craig Foltin (R)
Betty Sutton (D)

14" District Congressional
Representative

Lewis R. Katz (D)

Werner Lange (1)

*Steven LaTourette (R)

16" District Congressional
Representative

*Ralph Regula (R)

Thomas Shaw (D)

17" District Congressional
Representative

Don Manning Il (R)

*Tim Ryan (D)

Justice of the Ohio Supreme
Court

Term Beginning 1/1/07
*Terrence O’Donnell (R)
William M. O'Neill (D)

Greater Akron Chamber 2007 Public Committee, the Ways and Means Committee, and the Economic  ENEINVEleII@2L0[o [ RV ET[e] AN Ts [ AN RaACE 6 [ EI S
Policy Agenda Development Committee. As President of The Eckard Baldwin — WzEE R RigH Y EVAZI [0 oNUIgtel jiTe - Wl 1Y a
The Chamber is dedicated to Funeral Home, Senator Zurz understands the challenges to Election Results
creating a political climate that encourages ~ small business and emphasizes job creation and the promotion (*) Incumbent; (D) Democrat; (1) Independent; (R)
business attraction and retention, job of new industries within the region. Senator Zurz is also a Republican; (W) Write-In Candidate
04 EDJ o E creation, entrepreneurship, workforce strong_ advocate of education. She acyvely_supp_o_rted the
L'I_J Bz T development, and infrastructure support, establishment of the Northeastern Ohio Universities College of e L
x <o cQ making the Greater Akron Region a Pharmacy, which is estimated to add as much as $51 million to Lar'r‘)’/ Bgfr(?)%r/\/) C‘fu'rcte SLAUEONIDES TG
8 <z( 8 g % = superior choice for business location and the region’s economy and create 4_100 jobs in the next ei_ght 3. Kenneth Blackwell (R) Term Beginning 1/2/07
w Bo E =z providing a high quality of life for the people of the region. years. Through her role on the Higher Education Funding Robert Fitrakis (1) Robert R. Cupp (R)
a3 Z w The 2007 Public Policy Agenda outlines the issues that our Study Council and the Higher Education Funding Commission, William Peirce (1) Ben Espy (D)
business leadership believes will promote investment in our Senator Zurz has worked diligently to improve funding for Ted Strickland (D)

9" District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/9/07
Robert J. Brown (R)

Clair E. Dickinson (D)

11" District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/9/07

Paul Brickner (R)

Mary Jane Trapp (D)

11" District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/10/07
*Diane V. Grendell (R)
Thomas E. Harris (D)

27" District State Senator
*Kevin Coughlin (R)
Judy A. Hanna (D)

41* District State
Representative
Thomas Cousineau (R)
*Brian G. Williams (D)

42" District State
Representative

Paul Colavecchio (D)
*John Widowfield (R)

43" District State
Representative
Christine Croce (R)
Stephen Dyer (D)

44" District State
Representative

Joseph D. Crawford (R)
Vernon Sykes (D)

45" District State
Representative

Joshua L. Jones (R)
*Robert J. Otterman (D)

68" District State
Representative
*Kathleen Chandler (D)
Bill Davis (R)

Continued on page 2




	Page 1

