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Ohio Automotive Supplier Support Conference
In July, the Greater Akron Chamber and the Ohio 

Department of Development (ODOD) sponsored the Ohio 
Automotive Supplier Support Conference.  The purpose 
of the conference was to educate auto suppliers on how 
the State of Ohio could help them cut costs, save money, 
save time, and develop the skills of their workforce. The 
Akron conference was one of five held throughout the 
State.

Scott Kuehn, International Business Liaison, Office of 
Business Development, ODOD, stated, “The 

collaboration 
with the 
Greater Akron 
Chamber was 
wonderful. 
The hard work 
that the 
chamber staff 
performed to 
promote the 
event 
throughout 
Northeast 

Continued from front page

Northeast Ohio Gets Showcased

Ohio was clearly successful, given the event was the 
second most attended event in the State. On behalf of 
ODOD, I extend my thanks to the Chamber and look 
forward to further opportunities to work together to 
promote industrial expansion and new investment to 
Northeast Ohio and the Akron area.” Additional 
information on ODOD  and their programs can be found 
on their website at http://www.odod.state.oh.us.

New State Financing Program Targeted at Ohio Automotive 
Suppliers

Lieutenant Governor Bruce Johnson recently 
announced that Ohio automotive suppliers are eligible for 
zero percent financing on loans related to the location or 
expansion of automotive manufacturing operations that 
make new investments and create jobs. Companies may 
apply for zero percent interest loans from now until 
December 31, 2006, and the zero percent rate will be 
applicable until the Fall of 2008.

“By offering a zero percent interest rate, the State of 
Ohio is encouraging new investment and job growth in 
our automotive industry,” said Johnson, who also serves 
as State development director.  Johnson continued, 
“There are many exciting opportunities for growth within 

Committee, the Ways and Means Committee, and the Economic 
Development Committee.  As President of The Eckard Baldwin 
Funeral Home, Senator Zurz understands the challenges to 
small business and emphasizes job creation and the promotion 
of new industries within the region.  Senator Zurz is also a 
strong advocate of education.  She actively supported the 
establishment of the Northeastern Ohio Universities College of 
Pharmacy, which is estimated to add as much as $51 million to 
the region’s economy and create 400 jobs in the next eight 
years.  Through her role on the Higher Education Funding 
Study Council and the Higher Education Funding Commission, 
Senator Zurz has worked diligently to improve funding for 
higher education.

Please join us in recognizing the outstanding contributions 
of State Senator Ron Amstutz, Mayor Karen Fritschel, and State 
Senator Kimberly Zurz at the Local Elected Officials’ 
Recognition Luncheon.  The event will be held on Friday, 
November 10, 2006, at Fairlawn Country Club with registration 
and networking beginning at 11:00 a.m.  The luncheon will begin 
at 11:30 a.m.  The cost is $22 for members and $35 for non-
members.  For more information or to make reservations, please 
call Ashley Stine, Coordinator, Advocacy, at (330) 237-1262 or 
via e-mail at .

Chamber Presents LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER 
Greater Akron Chamber members can now easily contact 

elected officials, find information about upcoming elections, 
and stay informed on issues important to the advancement of 
the Greater Akron Region.  Please logon to:

Chamber Supports the Metro Parks and the Akron Public 
Schools Levies

The Board of Directors of the Greater Akron Chamber 
unanimously agreed to support the Metro Parks replacement 
levy and the Akron Public Schools’ operating levy.  

Metro Parks, Serving Summit County will appear before 
voters on November 7, 2006, with an eight-year, 1.46 mill levy 
that will cost the owner of a $100,000 home $3.73 per month.  
The proposed levy, the park district’s first requested millage 
increase in twelve years, includes a replacement of the .85-mill 
levy passed in 2002, plus an increase of .61 mills.

The park district relies on the property tax to fund programs 
like the popular Fall Hiking Spree, as well as maintenance, 
operating costs, capital projects, and land acquisition.  Metro 
Parks does not receive tax money from other sources, such as 
income and sales taxes.  

Akron Public Schools (APS) continues its academic 
progress and fiscal accountability.  Unfortunately, incessant 
budget cutbacks have gone from trimming down the district to 
carving out extracurricular and academic programs necessary to 
attract and keep students in school.  APS has reached a crisis 
point.  Without new revenue, the only cost-saving option that 
remains is the elimination of student programs that are above 
and beyond the basics.

stine@greaterakronchamber.org

http://bipac.net/page.asp?g=akron&content=ohio&parent=bipac. 
Bipac is sponsored by State and Federal Communications.

The Voice for Business

Ohio Governor
Larry Bays (I)(W)
J. Kenneth Blackwell (R)
Robert Fitrakis (I)
William Peirce (I)
Ted Strickland (D)

Attorney General 
Marc Dann (D)
Betty Montgomery (R)

State Auditor
Barbara Sykes (D)
Mary Taylor (R)

Secretary of State
Jennifer L. Brunner (D)
John Eastman (I)
Greg Hartmann (R)
Timothy Kettler (I)

Treasurer of State
Richard Cordray (D)
Sandra O’Brien (R)

U.S. Senate
Sherrod Brown (D)
*Mike DeWine (R)
Richard Duncan (I)(W)

th13  District Congressional 
Representative
Craig Foltin (R)
Betty Sutton (D)

th14  District Congressional 
Representative 
Lewis R. Katz (D)
Werner Lange (I)
*Steven LaTourette (R)

th16  District Congressional 
Representative 
*Ralph Regula (R)
Thomas Shaw (D)

th17  District Congressional 
Representative
Don Manning II (R)
*Tim Ryan (D)

Justice of the Ohio Supreme 
Court
Term Beginning 1/1/07
*Terrence O’Donnell (R)
William M. O'Neill (D)

November 2006 Major Judicial Party Candidates
Based on the May 2006 Unofficial Primary 
Election Results  
(*) Incumbent; (D) Democrat; (I) Independent; (R) 
Republican; (W) Write-In Candidate

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

Greater Akron Chamber 2007 Public 
Policy Agenda

The Chamber is dedicated to 
creating a political climate that encourages 
business attraction and retention, job 
creation, entrepreneurship, workforce 
development, and infrastructure support, 
making the Greater Akron Region a 
superior choice for business location and 

providing a high quality of life for the people of the region.  
The 2007 Public Policy Agenda outlines the issues that our 
business leadership believes will promote investment in our 
region.

The Chamber’s 2007 Public Policy Agenda will be 
available on our web site in November.  The Chamber would 
like to thank our sponsors:  InfoCision  Management 
Corporation; AT&T Inc.; Akron Children's Hospital; 
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine 
InfoCision Management Corporation; Oriana House Inc.; and  
Summa Health System.  

2006 Local Elected Officials’ Recognition Luncheon Award 
Honorees

The Greater Akron Chamber is pleased to announce the 
2006 Local Elected Officials Recognition recipients: 
! Ohio State Senator Ron Amstutz from Medina County – 

Nominated by Kent State University;
! Mayor Karen Fritschel of Stow from Summit County – 

Nominated by Albrecht Incorporated & Stow-Muonroe 
Falls Chamber of Commerce; 
! Ohio State Senator Kimberly Zurz from Portage County 

– Nominated by Northeastern Ohio Universities  
College of Medicine and College of Pharmacy

Senator Amstutz’s career in public service spans 30 years 
and includes serving as of Mayor of Orville from 1976-1980, 
State Representative from 1980-2000, and State Senator from 
2000 until 2006.  Senator Amstutz diligently worked toward 
restructuring Ohio’s electric power industry and assisted in 
creating legislation that is being used as a model for other states 
to bring competition to the electrical power industry.  In 
addition, as Chair of the Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
Senator Amstrutz helped orchestrate the Ohio Tax Reform 
Package of 2005 that revitalized the State’s economy.

Karen Fritschel served twelve years on the Stow City 
Council before being elected mayor in 2004.  Since taking 
office, Mayor Fritschel has been a champion of economic 
development.  She orchestrated the establishment of the Joint 
Economic Development Council to encourage collaboration 
between key entities within the community, created the full-
time position of Economic Development Coordinator within the 
City, and led the development of an Economic Development 
Strategic Plan. Under Mayor Fritschel’s leadership, $101 
million has been invested in residential, commercial, and 
industrial development in the City of Stow.

Senator Kimberly Zurz has been an Ohio State Senator for 
three years and is currently the Assistant Minority Leader as 
well as the Ranking Minority Member on the Reference 

the automotive industry in Ohio and throughout the 
Midwest.  This special financing will enable our 
automotive suppliers to make the most of their 
investment, provide quality parts and materials for major 
automakers, and create good jobs for Ohio workers.”

The zero percent financing program is available for 
the 166 Direct Loan and the Research and Development 
Investment Loan programs.  All projects are subject to 
the guidelines of each program, and loans are subject to 
the approval of the Development Financing Advisory 
Council and the State Controlling Board.  Following the 
special promotion period, loans will be subject to 
standard low interest rates for the remainder of the term.

In addition to this special financing opportunity, 
ODOD is also working to assist Ohio’s automotive 
suppliers by sponsoring a series of statewide 
conferences to educate existing and potential suppliers 
of the many programs and services available through 
ODOD and other state agencies.  The Supplier Support 
conferences will provide a valuable opportunity for new 
and existing automotive suppliers in Ohio to learn more 
about the various ways in which the State can help them 
grow and expand in Ohio.Over 80 people attended the Ohio Automotive 

Support Conference.
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Justice of the Ohio Supreme 
Court
Term Beginning 1/2/07
Robert R. Cupp (R)
Ben Espy (D)

th9  District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/9/07
Robert J. Brown (R)
Clair E. Dickinson (D)

th11  District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/9/07
Paul Brickner (R)
Mary Jane Trapp (D)

th11  District Court of Appeals
Term Beginning 2/10/07
*Diane V. Grendell (R) 
Thomas E. Harris (D)

th27  District State Senator
*Kevin Coughlin (R)
Judy A. Hanna (D)

st41  District State 
Representative
Thomas Cousineau (R)
*Brian G. Williams (D)

nd42  District State 
Representative
Paul Colavecchio (D)
*John Widowfield (R)

rd43  District State 
Representative
Christine Croce (R)
Stephen Dyer (D)

th44  District State 
Representative 
Joseph D. Crawford (R)
Vernon Sykes (D)

th45  District State 
Representative 
Joshua L. Jones (R)
*Robert J. Otterman (D)

th68  District State 
Representative 
*Kathleen Chandler (D)
Bill Davis (R)
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